
 

  

 April 24 & 25, 2021 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing Volunteers Needed 

We are in need of volunteers to mow the church and school lawns this season. All are welcome, from 
teens to adults. All of the needed equipment is available at church; we are happy to train you on how 
to use the equipment if needed. The lawns are mowed every other week, and you can sign up for the 
weeks you want to work. If you're able to help, please let us know by Sunday, May 2. If we do not get 
enough volunteers, we will have to pay a lawn service to do the work. For a schedule, more 
information, or to volunteer, contact Kurt and Kelly Kramer at rootedandmowing@outlook.com. 

 

Ascension Hymns 

Through Sunday, May 2 – At St. John's, it's a tradition to walk through the church year through Word 
and song at our Ascension worship service. Like we did last year, we want you to select the 
hymns. Visit www.sjtosa.org/favoritehymns for a list of hymns and to vote for your favorites by 
Sunday, May 2. Then join us for Ascension worship on Thursday, May 13, at 6:45 p.m. as we sing our 
congregational favorites from each season of the church year. 

 

Farewell Celebrations 

Sundays, May 16 & 23 – Please plan to join us on Sunday, May 16, after the 10:30 a.m. for a 
reception saying farewell to Mrs. Leslie Campbell. Mrs. Campbell will be leaving St. John's at the end 
of the school year to teach at Peace Lutheran School in Hartford, WI. Please also plan to join us on 
Sunday, May 23, after the 10:30 a.m. service for a retirement celebration for Mrs. Naomi Stein. 
Watch for more details on both of these celebrations in the upcoming weeks. 

 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School Mission Trip 

Help send Wisconsin Lutheran High School students on national and 
international mission trips to teach VBS, lead sports camps, teach English, and 
more. Funds are needed for transportation, living expenses, and supplies. To 
contribute, visit www.sjtosa.org/giving or make checks payable to St. John’s and 
note “Council Project.” 
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Worship Schedule Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
Sundays – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays – 9:15 a.m. Bible Study 
Saturdays – 5:30 p.m.  For details and other spiritual growth opportunities,  
Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. (Mandarin) see the narthex bulletin board or visit  
Communion is offered the first and third www.sjtosa.org/BibleStudies 
weekends of each month 
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HAPPENINGS AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Food Pantry 

Saturday & Sunday, May 1 & 2 – Let’s fill up the Food Pantry box in the Narthex with nutritious food 
for Milwaukee area families in need. Our official collection dates for this month are May 1 and 2, but 
you can drop off your food or monetary gifts (make checks payable to St. John’s) at the box in the 
narthex from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday or any time you are at church for 
worship. Especially needed are canned meats/fish and regular size boxes of cereal. Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 

Divine Calls 

On Saturday, April 17, Pastor Kyle Bitter received a call to teach in the religion department at 
Manitowoc Lutheran High School, and on Thursday, April 15, St. John’s upper-grade teacher Christine 
Rindfleisch received a call to teach in the departmentalized middle school and serve as the school 
technology coordinator at Salem Lutheran School in Stillwater, MN. Please keep Pastor Bitter and 
Mrs. Rindfleisch in your prayers as each deliberates the two divine calls they now hold. 
 

RIBS (Renewed & Inspired By our Savior) 

Wednesday Mornings – As the weather begins to warm and spring arrives, each week brings the 
possibility for RIBS to meet again. We will gather outside in the church parking lot on Wednesday 
mornings from 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. for fellowship and Bible study based on The God of All Comfort by 
Donna Pyle. Since we are dependent on good weather, an e-mail will be sent each Monday saying 
whether or not we will meet that week. If you would like to receive these notifications – or if you 
have any questions – please contact Monica Gnat at monicagnat@sbcglobal.net. Plan to bring your 
own chair and dress appropriately for the weather. 
 

Samaritan Partners  

Tuesday, April 27 – Weather permitting, we will resume meeting in the gazebo at 1:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Tuesday of each month. Please bring your own beverages. RSVP to Carol at 
schatzy999@yahoo.com or Paula at pgr2605woof@gmail.com so you can be notified if plans need to 
change.  
 

Ping Pong Night  

Thursday, April 29 – Adults, join us in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. for ping pong and fellowship. 
We may go for fun afterwards at a local establishment if the group decides they would like to! 
Contact John or Kip Stearns at 262-853-7364 or 262-993-0871 with questions. 
 

May Teen Event 

Sunday, May 9 – Join us from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. for some clean up in our Wauwatosa community with 
outdoor games to follow. Wear your St. John’s “Serving Together” T-shirt (we’ll have extras on hand 
if you don’t have one). To register, visit www.sjtosa.org/youth. 
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AROUND THE WELS 

 

Luther Preparatory School – “Itsy Bitsy: Trial of an 8-Legged Washout” 

Saturday, May 1 and Sunday, May 2 – LPS Children’s Theater invites you to enjoy their production of 
“Itsy Bitsy: Trial of an 8-Legged Washout” by Charlotte Nixon at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday or 4:00 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tickets are available at the door and are $4 per person or $10 per family. There also will 
be an Open House at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday with the opportunity to tour the school, enjoy a 
complimentary dinner, receive and free tickets to the performance. RSVP by April 28 to 
info@lps.wels.net or call 920-261-4352 if you are interested in attending the Open House. 

 

The Point of Grace Senior Celebration 

Wednesday, May 5 – Join the Point of Grace (TPOG) at 6:00 p.m. in the Grace Center Great Hall (250 
E. Juneau Ave, Milwaukee) to celebrate this challenging year of campus ministry and to honor the 
TPOG seniors who are graduating! Complimentary food and soda will be served, and a cash bar for 
beer and wine will be available. Students, TPOG affiliates, donors, and families are all invited to 
attend; masks are required for all attendees. RSVP by Friday, April 30 to office@tpog.net or 414-963-
2047. 

 

First Fridays Concerts at Grace 

Friday, May 7 – Grace Lutheran Church's monthly concert series returns with an in-person concert! 
Enjoy a performance by guitarist Yeram Yoon at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary at Grace Church (1209 N. 
Broadway, Milwaukee). Yoon will perform works by Sergio Assad, Astor Piazzolla, Claude Debussy, 
and Vicente Asencio. The concert will last approximately an hour and is free to attend (free will 
donations, which will go towards supporting the First Fridays concert series, are greatly appreciated). 
Masks are required for attendees ages 5 and up; the concert will also be available through live 
stream via the Grace YouTube channel. Visit gracedowntown.org/firstfridays for more information. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Can you help? We are extremely short of ushers and are in need of additional volunteers. If you are 
willing to serve in this way, please contact our usher coordinator, Michael Schneider, at 
schneide.m@att.net or the church office at church@sjtosa.org. 
 

Worship Service Flowers 

Do you want to beautify our worship space to commemorate a special person or event or just to say 
thank you for blessings you have received? To reserve your date, select the display (altar or 
standards), and prepay for your order, visit www.sjtosa.org/flowers or sign up on the flower chart in 
the narthex and use one of the “Flower Fund” envelopes. 
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Technology Upgrades Update 

Our technology upgrades are well underway! New cameras have been installed in the Fellowship Hall 
and church sanctuary, and two video screens will be installed on the walls in the front of church in 
the next month. The architecture of St. John’s was carefully considered in the placement of these 
screens, and every effort was undertaken to make this change as aesthetically unobtrusive as 
possible. Although the cost for these upgrades is significant – approximately $20,000 – they are 
necessary and will allow us to better spread the gospel beyond “just” the four walls of St. John’s. To 
support these non-budgeted expenses, visit www.sjtosa.org/giving or mark your check “AV 
Upgrades.”  
 

WLHS Honor Roll 

Congratulations to the following St. John’s Lutheran School graduates who achieved the honor roll at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School for the third quarter: Alex Hernandez, Alyssa Ebeling, Annabelle 
Nault, Aubrey Mortl, Benjamin Haakenson, Chloe Campbell, Clara Kammholz, David Pagel, Eden 
Rader, Eva Kuehn, Ian Ban, Isabella Lovelace, Jacob Alejandro, Jesse Rost, Kaylie McEvoy, Kon 
Knueppel, Madison Sipe, Mason Ruh, Micah Buske, Nathaniel Crowder, Noel Greene, Reagan 
Godager, Rhiannon Gantner, Riley Rindfleisch, Samuel Goede, Sarah Laufer, Silas Ebeling, Sofia 
Chasco, Tony Jones, Wenli Chen, and William Eft. Special congratulations to Alyssa Ebeling who is the 
co-valedictorian of the WLHS Class of 2021! 
 

College Student Update 

College students and upcoming high school graduates, help us to stay in touch with you! Whether 
you live at home or away, whether you’re graduating or just starting college, we’d love to know 
about your plans and make sure your contact information is up-to-date. Visit www.sjtosa.org/college 
to share your contact information and future college plans. 
 

New Beginnings “Change for Life” Program  

Watch for more details and pick up a baby bottle from the narthex in early May. For more 
information about New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers, visit www.homeformothers.com. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

April Budget to Actual Comparison 

  Budget Actual Difference 

April 1 – 18:  $ 61,413 $ 69,264 $ 7,851 

     

 
 

Weekly worship services are available online at www.sjtosa.org/video 
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